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God has no body 

on earth but ours

no feet but ours

no hands but ours

  

Ours are the eyes

through which

God sees the world

with compassion

  

Ours are the feet

on which God travels

to those in need

  

Why I Go to Sacred Space  

by William Oliver, St. Clare's Episcopal Church  
 
Recently I was asked by one of the homeless people in
Hayward why I keep coming back to Sacred Space. My
answer to him was that I meet a better class of people. Bob
laughed at that but it is true. I have found that the homeless
people genuinely care for and help each other in a more
fundamental way than most of us. Contrast that with driving to
work on the Freeway and you get my drift. But before I go on
let me tell you about my journey to how I came to attend
Sacred Space to begin with. Then you might get an idea as to
why I keep coming back most Sunday afternoons.
 
About three years ago my wife and I started attending St.
Clare's Episcopal Church in Pleasanton. We attend the 8 am
service so there are a lot of people at that service in our age
group. One morning (about 2 years ago) Father Ron Culmer
was giving out cards to people after the service and each card
asked them to do something for God. The card I received said
"Go to Sacred Space". Well we were so new to St. Clare's that
I didn't know what Sacred Space was so I asked Deacon John.
He explained that they hold an open air service for anyone
who wants to attend. Afterwards they give out food along with
socks, clothes and jackets in the cold months. I then found out
that they do this at 2 pm on Sundays.  
 
Being a little selfish I didn't want to give up my Sunday
afternoons so I told myself that I would go "someday". That
"someday" happened about six months later. Somewhere
along this journey in time it became clear to me that the card
was really God's call to me to help Deacon John carry on the
work of Jesus Christ. Thankfully for me God is patient. My first
time there I was impressed by the people that showed up for
the service and those that just showed up for the food. It was a
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Ours are the hands

with which God

blesses people and

comforts them
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St. Theresa of Avila
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beautiful service in its simplicity and I very much felt the
presence of Jesus Christ. So my wife and I came back the
next week, and the next etc. We started bringing our dog,
Zeke, who is a very friendly boxer. He has become a real
ambassador to the homeless. My transformation in being less
selfish and wanting to do God's will began that first day and I
honestly believe that I get more out of it than the homeless,
although they are very grateful for what we do.
 
When I first started coming to Sacred Space we met in the
park next to City Hall and across from the Hayward BART
station. Then the City passed an ordinance making it illegal to
give food to the homeless in a public place. It seems some
think that being homeless is a crime and they are not worthy of
help. They are not wanted by our society today. So we moved
to Canary Park which is a park not owned by the City and
Deacon John got permission for us to meet there. Every time I
go to Sacred Space now I am reminded of the added burden
the homeless have in walking an additional 4 to 5 blocks just
to sustain life. This is probably what I like least about going to
Sacred Space - the legislated inhumanity to humans. But this
has been going on for thousands of years.
 
My wife, Zeke, and I keep coming back because these people
are part of our extended family and we worry about them and
love them. Every time I go I feel the presence of Jesus Christ
and I mean that literally. Why do I keep coming back?  
 

 
I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me. Then
the righteous will answer him, Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave
you something to drink" And when was it that we saw you
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?' And the king will answer them,
'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me
  ~ Matthew 25:36-40~
 
 
 

 

 

  Zeke    

St. Clare's Youth - Team up with Sacred Space

The youth Group collected items to fill shoe box

Christmas gifts for our Sacred Space parishioners.
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Donations were dropped off at St. Clare's Episcopal

Church on December 8
th 

.

 

The youth packed, wrapped and distributed the

boxes on December 21
st

  just in time for Christmas.

 

They collected socks, undershirts, lip balm, toiletries,

toothbrushes, deodorant, combs, and brushes along

with warm clothing such as coats, hats, gloves and

blankets.

 

The Sacred Space Community were grateful for the gifts, but most of all, for the youth and

members of St. Clare's that day.

 

Thank you!     

Jessica Lynn Hart    

  
Youth and Adults help pack the Christmas gifts  
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    Sacred Space Prayer Chip

offered every Sunday. 

 

   

Flat Jesus attends Sacred Space

FLAT JESUS was created by the fine folks at St. James Episcopal Church in

Birmingham, MI as a way to keep their parishioners connected this summer.

It quickly blossomed into an international sensation with hundreds of FLAT

JESUS being sent to disciples around the world. Folks loved taking FLAT

JESUS out to dinner with them, to the beach, to hang with their

grandchildren, and ended up meeting new friends all over town!

What Pentecost teaches us is that the good news of Jesus Christ is not

bound to a building or to a set of rules or a certain place. Rather, Pentecost,

in the arrival of God's Spirit and the birth of the church is about how God

enters our lives and world in all different ways. God breaks into our lives through the Holy Spirit in

drastic ways. Just as in the Pentecost story - thousands will see God at work and still others may

think well I'll let you read Acts 2 for that one.

Flat Jesus decided to visit his friends and loved ones at Sacred Space Hayward about a month

back, we were able to get a few pictures of Him enjoying His time at Sacred Space.  The

community loved holding Him and kissing Him as he joined in at the celebration of the Eucharist

and sharing lunches. 

Flat Jesus came to visit us from St. James' Episcopal Church in Fremont, CA.  We thank St.

James' for allowing Him to visit us, Flat Jesus did say He wanted to come back again soon for

another visit.
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the Camera

Waving with

Marion in

Background

Looking out

from the tree

His presence

to everyone!

Spotlight Corner

Spotlight on Mirtha R. 

  

We are doing random interviews with members of Sacred Space East Bay Hayward and Oakland. 

This is the interview with Mirtha R. from  Sacred Space Hayward.

 

 Interview with Mirtha R.

 

 1) How long have you been coming to Sacred Space Hayward?  One Month, a friend told me

and I wanted to attend this service and be part of the community.     

 2) How far away do you live from our current site?

I live 2-3 Blocks away, I usually walk here from home.

 

3) Why do you come to Sacred Space?

To praise God and receive Communion.  I enjoy meeting others and being part of a community. 

 

4) How do you like the people who volunteer at Sacred Space?  

Everyone is very nice here, I currently live with a friend but I am looking for my own place. 

 

 5) What church do you attend?    

I attend Salvador Christian Church on East 14
th
 and 40

th
. 

         

 6) How do lunches and any extras we bring to Sacred Space help you?

The lunches are good, but would like to see coffee to have with our lunches.

            

7) What would you like to see changed at Sacred Space?

  I would like to have coffee with my lunch.

  

8) Any last words?
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Nothing at this time. Thank you.
 

   

 * This interview was done on January 11th. 

 

 

The Ecclesia Cross

You are now able to donate online to Sacred Space.  We have PayPal to make donating easier

and safer.  Simply click on the DONATE NOW or from our Webpage and you will be taken

automatically to PayPal.

Facilitator Volunteer Needed for Oakland

We are a non-profit Specialized Mission in the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of

California. We are currently looking for a Facilitator for our Sunday services and lunch

program at 32nd and San Pablo Avenue in Oakland.

Our mission is to be in spiritual companionship with homeless and marginalized men

and women and all who seek a non-threatening way to be with others in Christian

relationship and in community.

Duties Include:

- Oversight of worship services and volunteers;

- The proper use and distribution of donations of clothing, monies and supplies;

- Coordination of food preparation and distribution from local churches and community;

- Plans for future growth of community;

- Maintain the Register of Services;

- Maintains contact with Clergy in Charge;

- Prepares for Special events and holiday events.

Schedule:

Every Sunday at 2:00pm (Rain or Shine)

Contact Deacon John @ deaconjt0604@comcast.net

Case Worker Needed

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WORK
 
Under direction of the Executive Director the caseworker provides case management to clients

who attend Sacred Space's weekly program, including:

 

Assisting clients in accessing services such as healthcare, housing and other

benefits for which they are eligible.
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Creating and maintaining a database of available social service programs

Intervening with and assisting clients in crisis.

 

The case worker ensures an empowering environment providing safety, structure, crisis

intervention, advocacy, and problem-solving with clients.

 

The case worker must demonstrate an ability to form a professional working relationship with

clients in an empathetic, respectful and non-judgmental way.

 

This is a paid position. 

Please contact Deacon John at Deaconjt0604@comcast.net 
 

 

What we are in Need of

We are always in need of: toiletries (small bottles), razors,

deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, reading glasses and adult

tube socks.  With the nights cooling off we can expect an increase

in requests for warm shirts/jackets and blankets.

 

If you have any questions regarding donations, please feel free to

contact Tracy Brown at: glyfley@hotmail.com 

 

 
"Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love."

Mother Teresa   

 

Volunteer

Sacred Space Oakland

32nd and San Pablo Avenue, Oakland

Contact: Bronwen Howes

sacredspace@comcast.net

Sacred Space Hayward

Cannery Park, 101-199 B Street, Hayward,

 in the northeast corner.

Contact: Tracy Brown

sacredspace@comcast.net

Bishops Committee
 

The Right Rev. Marc Andrus

 

Claire Burke

Melissa Counsell

Bronwen Howes 

William Oliver 

Marion Palleson

The Rev. John Trubina

 

Janet Fischer - Web Publisher 
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Support Our Advertisers

Mark proudly donates 5% of his income to Sacred Space!

News Letter Editor - Rev. John Trubina

 Sacred Space Web Page

 Scan to join our Newsletter Lists
We will send you an email after joining.

Thank you

Quick Link

Forward email

This email was sent to sacredspace@comcast.net by sacredspace@comcast.net |  

Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Sacred Space | 1271 Washington Avenue | #306 | San Leandro | CA | 94577

about:blank

8	of	9 02/16/2015	1:05	PM




